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RELEASE AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

WHEREAS, the American Atheists, Inc, Betty Jo Fernau, Catherine Shoshone, 

Robert Barringer, and Karen Dempsey (the “Plaintiffs”) have a lawsuit pending in the 

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas, Central Division, Case 

No. 4:19-cv-00017-KGB (the “Action”); 

WHEREAS, Arkansas State Senator Stanley Jason Rapert, in his individual and 

official capacities (“Defendant”) denies that he, or any other officer, employee, or agent 

of the State of Arkansas engaged in any wrongful, tortious, unconstitutional, or unlawful 

conduct of any kind; 

WHEREAS, subject to the terms set forth herein, Plaintiffs and Defendant 

reached this Release Settlement Agreement (the “Agreement”) to finally resolve any and 

all claims and disputes by and between them; and 

WHEREAS, the aforementioned parties desire to avoid further expense, time, 

effort, and uncertainty in regard to the Action. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Plaintiffs and the Defendant agree to the following 

terms as full and final satisfaction of any and all claims arising from or related to any 

altercations or incidents between them, whether separately or individually, including any 

and all claims for costs and attorneys’ fees, which were raised by Plaintiffs in the Action 

or could have been raised by Plaintiffs in the Action. 

1. ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY DEFENDANT: Following the execution 

of this Agreement, Defendant will remove any restrictions he has placed on the following 

social media accounts: 

a. The Facebook accounts identified as: 
i. Bettyf 
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ii. Cathey.Noe 
iii. Bartsutra 
iv. Karen.Dempsey4 

b. The Twitter account identified as @_people_ugh_ 
 

2. If Defendant restricts any of the aforementioned social media accounts for 

any reason prior to January 1, 2023, Defendant will document the basis for the restriction 

and will, upon request, provide that documentation to Plaintiffs’ counsel, Geoffrey T. 

Blackwell and/or Abtin Mehdizadegan. 

3. Within 90 days following dismissal of the Action, Defendant will cause to 

be paid $16,291.66, payable to American Atheists, Inc, which constitutes reimbursement 

for out-of-pocket expenses incurred by Plaintiffs in connection with the Action.   

4. ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY PLAINTIFFS:  Within five business 

days of Defendant removing restrictions on Plaintiffs’ social media accounts as described 

in Paragraph 1.a–1.b, Plaintiffs will notify the United States District Court for the Eastern 

District of Arkansas that the Action has been settled.  Plaintiffs shall take any and all 

steps necessary to cause the Action to be dismissed. 

5. Plaintiffs agree that this Agreement may be used by Defendant and the 

Attorney General’s Office to dismiss the Action with prejudice if Plaintiffs fail secure 

dismissal of the Action in accordance with Paragraph 4.  

6. Plaintiffs hereby agree that all claims, actions, or future lawsuits arising 

from matters relating to the actions or inactions of Defendant, Defendant’s employees, 

Defendant’s agents, or any other individual or entity which could have been named as a 

defendant in the Action from January 1, 2011, to the present date will be resolved and 

settled by this Agreement.   
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7.  COMPLETE RELEASE AND WAIVER:  The Plaintiffs waive, 

release, relinquish, and forever discharge Defendant from all claims, liens, or causes of 

action, known or unknown, arising out of the allegations in the Complaint filed in this 

Action, and any other unspecified issues raised in the Action for damages, attorneys’ 

fees, costs, or recovery of any type against Defendant including any employees and 

agents of the Defendant, in their official and individual capacities. Plaintiffs agree that 

this Agreement does not cause them to be “prevailing parties” pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 

1988(b).  Plaintiffs disclaim any entitlement to attorneys’ fees or costs, including but not 

limited to under 42 U.S.C. 1988(b) and any orders entered in the Action by the United 

States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas, including the Order dated July 

26, 2022, Docket Entry 72. 

8. ENTIRE AGREEMENT:  This Agreement contains the entire agreement 

between the parties. The terms of this Agreement are contractual and not a mere recital.  

A breach of any portion of this Agreement shall give the non-breaching party a cause of 

action for breach of contract in an appropriate tribunal possessing jurisdiction over such a 

claim.  The Plaintiffs and the Defendant have not relied upon any promise or statement, 

oral or written, that is not set forth in this Agreement. 

9. MODIFICATION:  The Plaintiffs and the Defendant agree that this 

Agreement may not be modified, amended, or altered except by a written agreement 

executed by all parties. 

10. VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT:  The Plaintiffs and Defendant 

acknowledge that each has read this Agreement, that each has had the opportunity to 

consult with legal counsel concerning the advisability, meaning, and effect of this 
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Agreement, and that each has signed the Agreement voluntarily and without duress.  The 

Plaintiffs and the Defendant knowingly and freely enter into this Agreement which shall 

extinguish all pending and prospective lawsuits stemming from the allegations contained 

in the Complaint filed in this Action. 

11. NO RECISSION FOR MISTAKE:  The Plaintiffs and the Defendant 

acknowledge that each has had the opportunity to investigate the facts and law relating to 

the claims raised in the Action and any additionally waived and released claims to the 

extent each deems necessary and appropriate.  The Plaintiffs and the Defendant assume 

the risk of any mistake of fact or law and agree that any mistake of fact or law shall not 

be grounds for recission or modification of any part of this Agreement. 

12. NO ADMISSION OF LIABILITY:  The Plaintiffs and the Defendant 

acknowledge that this Agreement is a compromise and is not an admission of liability or 

wrongdoing on the part of Defendant or any employee or agent of Defendant. 

13. CHOICE OF LAW:  This Agreement shall be governed by and construed 

in accordance with the substantive law of the State of Arkansas. 

14. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS:  This Agreement shall be binding upon 

the Plaintiffs and the Defendant, and each of their respective heirs, descendants, 

successors, and assigns. 

15. EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Agreement shall not become effective until 

executed by all Plaintiffs and Defendant, either directly or through an authorized 

representative.   

16. COUNTERPARTS:  This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, 

and the counterparts taken together will have binding effect. 





AGREED AND CONSENTED TO AND IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 

set our hands on the dates indicated below. 

Betty Jo Fernaeu, Plaintiff 

Date 

Catherine Shoshone, Plaintiff Robert Barringer, Plaintiff 

Date Date 

Karen Dempsey, Plaintiff Jason Rapert, Defendant 

Date Date 
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Entry 72. 
8. ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This Agreement contains the entire agreement 

between the parties. The terms of this Agreement are contractual and not a mere recital. 
A breach of any portion of this Agreement shall give the non-breaching party a cause of 
action for breach of contract in an appropriate tribunal possessing jurisdiotion over such a 
claim. The Plaintifs and the Defendant bave not relied upon any promise or statement, 
oral or written, that is not set forth in this Ageement 

9. MODIFICATION The Plaintiffs and the Defendant agree that this 
Agreement may not be modified, amended, or altered except by a written agreement 

executed by all parties. 
10. YOLUNTARY AGREEMENT: The Plaintiffs and Defendant acknowledge 

that each has read this Agreement, that each has bad the opportunity to consult with legal 
counsel concerming the advisability, meaning, and effeot of this Agreement, and that each 
has signed the Agreement voluntarily and without dhuress. The Plaintiffs and the 
Defendant knowingly and freely enter into this Agreement which shall extinguish all 

pending and prospective lawsuits stemming from the allegations contained in the 

Complaint filed in this Action. 
11. NO RECISSIONFOR MISTAKE: 

acknowledge that each has had the opportunity to investigate the facts and law relating to 

the claims raised in the Action and any additionally waived and released claims to the 
extent each deems necessary and appropriate. The Plaintiffs and the Defendant assumne 

the risk of any mistake of fact or law and agree that any mistake of fact or law shall not 

be grounds for recission or modification of any part of this Agreenment. 
12. NO ADMISSION OF LIABILITY: The Plaintiffs and the Defendant 

acknowledge that this Agreement is a compromise and is not an admission of liability or 

wrongdoing on the part of Defendant or any employee or agent of Defendant. 
13. CHOICE OF LAW: This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in 

The Plaintiffs and the Defendant 

accordance with the substantive law of the State of Arkansas. 
14. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS: This Agreement shall be binding upon the 

Plaintiffs and the Defendant, and each of their respective heirs, descendants, successors, 

and assigns. 
15. EJCTVE DATE: This Agreement shall not become effective until 

executed by all Plaintiffs and Defendant, either directly or through an authorized 

representative. 16. COUNTERPARTS: This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, and 

the coumterparts taken together will have binding effect. 
AGREED AND CONSENTED TO AND IN WITNESS WHEREOF. we have 

set our hands on the dates indicated below. 

American Atheists, Inc, Plaintiff Betty Jo Fermaeu, Plaintiff 

SAgut 2027 
Date Date 

Catherine Shoshone, Plaintiff Robert Barringer, Plaintiff 

Date Date 



AGREED AND CONSENTED TO AND IN WITNESS WHEREOF. we have 

set our hands on the dates indicated below. 

American Atheists, Ine, Plaintiff Betty Jo Fernacu, Plaintiff 

Date Date 

aEACRAshahas 
Catherine Shoshone, Plaintiff Robert Baringer, Plaintiff 

3-14 
Date Date 

Karen Dempsey, Plaintiff Jason Rapert, Defendant 

Date Date 

5 





liability or wrongdoing on the part of Defendant or any employee or agent of 

Defendant. 

13 CHOICE OF LAW: This Agreement shall be governed by and construed 

in accordance with the substantive law of the State of Arkansas. 

14 SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS: This Agreement shal be binding upon 

the Plaintiffis and the Defendant, and each of their respective heirs, descendants, 

successors, and assigns. 

15. EFFECTIVE DATE This Agreement shall not become effective until 

executed by all Plaintiffs and Defendant, either directly or through an authorized 

representative. 

16. COUNTERPARTS This Agreement may be executed in counterparts, 16. 

and the counterparts taken together will have binding effect. 

AGREED AND CONSENTED TO AND IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have 

set our hands on the dates indicated below. 

American Atheists, Inc, Plaintiff Betty Jo Fernaeu, Plaintiff 

Date Date 

Catherine Shoshone, Plaintiff Robert Barringer, Plaintiff 

b Aug 2022 
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